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Concurrent Enrollment Essay

· What is a Family?
· Ask three individuals this question.  It would be best if both sexes and a variety of ages were represented.
· Your paper should include your subjects; gender, marital status and approximate age as well as their complete responses to the question. Note:  Most people will give “simple” answers.  Encourage them to give complete thoughtful answers.
· Include your own definition.

People all have different answer to this question, depending on your values and what you believe. Some of the answers are very simple but, are very complex. I asked three people this question they all gave me different examples of what a family is. The answers all have some things in common. 
The first person I asked is Michael, age 18 and single. He thinks a family is a unit or group of people who work in unison. That love and serve each other. His answer was very short but it states that basically anyone can be a family. They don’t have to be married; only have to be a group. This is a very broad and can mean anything to people. This answer even makes it ok to be a family if you like the same gender.
The second person I asked is Byron, age 50 and married. To him family means a man and women legally married with at least a child. The child would have been born to the couple or be legally adopted. The husband and wife love each other and serve one another. Providing a nurturing and healthy home, where they raise their children with love. Also teaching their children to love one another and serve their family members. What he thinks family is very complex and it is what he believes because, of his values. It is saying that only a man and women that have children can have be a family. Not everyone thinks this but, a lot do.
The last person I asked was Ariele, age 25 and she just got married. A family is made up of a mother and father, it can also include kids. It also includes your parents, siblings and can even include close friends. This answer is very specific in about who is part of a family. To me this makes it seem like anyone that you grew up with that is really close to you. Mostly this is saying that extend family counts in the family.
After asking everyone this question it got me thinking about what I thought a family is. I started to write down what I thought a family is. I decided my answer was very simple, so I thought about it deeper to see what I thought. After doing this it made my answer more complex. Just because my answer is complex doesn’t mean I actually know. 
To me family is a father and a mother who has children. That love and serve each other.  Also teach each other and the children their beliefs and values. Who don’t judge each other and support each other in what they love to do. Also families are always together forever. I think that everyone should be able to have their own opinions on what a family is. It is a very personal subject to what you think.  This is what I learned about families. 

Essay Writing Rubric
· Ideas:  Good information, details, specific, clarity, focus
· Organization:  Structure, intro, logical order, transitions, strong ending
· Voice:  Bring to life, personality of writer, shows knowledge
· Word Choice:  Clear, precise, colorful, strong verbs
· Sentence Fluency:  Rhythmic, flows, no fragments
· Conventions:  Grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization
